CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 22nd FEBRUARY 2001 

Present:  Bill Withall – Chairman


David Pike





   Jim Gale – Vice Chairman


Amanda Holroyd


   Diane Merritt



Jonathan Sykes


   Pat  Caddick – Clerk




Apologies:   David Brown

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 18TH JANUARY 2001

The Minutes were approved on a proposal by Jonathan Sykes and seconded by Diane Merritt

MATTERS ARISING

PLANNING PROCESS –  The letter, written by Jim Gale to Mr Fleet outlining the concerns of the Parish Council, over planning applications, especially over the choice of materials agreed with the planning department after the Parish Council had seen and commented  on the application, was read out. Mr Fleet’s reply was also read to the Council.  This acknowledged the Council’s concerns and agreed to discuss them with his Development Control Officers.
RURAL WHITE PAPER –The Chairman explained to the meeting that he would brief them on the Rural White Paper after he had attended the meeting on it.

.

30MPH SIGN  -   The 30mph sign that had fallen down between the Hatchet Pub and Chute Standen, has still not been replaced. The Chairman asked the Clerk to contact Clarence once more.  Action Clerk

PLAYING FIELD -  The Council showed concerns over the future financing of the Playing Field and requested that a financial forecast should be presented at the next Parish Council meeting.  ACTION CHAIRMAN  

CARERS IN CHUTE -  The Chairman agreed to check with Fiona Clark, to see if there were any problems with carers attending to the residents of Chute.  ACTION CHAIRMAN

VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT

It was agreed by five votes to one that the Parish Council should further pursue the possibility of involving the Village in putting together a Village Design Statement.

It was agreed that the first step should be to call a public meeting in April to brief the village and possibly select a design team.  Jonathan Sykes said that a V.D.S was not just a planning document but also a local history document. Bill Withall expressed the need to advertise the event properly and Jim Gale felt that the Parish Council should have a clear purpose and that this and all the benefits should be put to the village. Amanda Holroyd said that the V.D.S. was a community exercise and that funds would need to be found, she also said that the project would need a Chairman and that the Chairman should not be a member of the Parish Council.

The Chairman summed up by saying that he would prepare a statement, calling for a public meeting in April.  He said that he would circulate this for the Council’s approval.

POLITICAL STRUCTURE

The Chairman told the meeting that along with Jim Gale he had attended a meeting to discuss the new Political Structure.  He said that at the meeting 99% of those attending voted for option 1(Streamline Committees).  It was unanimously agreed to select option 1 as the Parish Council’s preferred option.  ACTION CLERK 

PLANNING

The Clerk read out the approval for tennis courts and a gazebo at Dean Farm

Johnathan Sykes Explained to the Parish council why he felt it was necessary to replace the drying barn at Crystal Palace.  The main reasons were that it was too small, not located in an area near to the main farm and that the equipment was out of date. He said that it was proposed to rebuild it at New Zealand and to erect a single dwelling at Crystal Palace.  The Parish Council’s main area for concern was that multiple housing should not be allowed, it must be a single dwelling only.

CORRESPONDANCE

Letters to and a reply from Councillor De Rhe-Phillip, concerning the Parish Council’s disappointment over the decision by the Highways Authority to continue to exclude the Chutes from Carriageway maintenance in the current year, were read out by the Clerk.  Councillor Rhe-Philipe’s reply indicated that she could not confirm what work would be done in the Chutes during 2001 but she would ask Graeme Hay the District Surveyor to keep the Council informed.

The Clerk  also read letters from the best kept village competition and the Parish Liaison Meeting.

FINANCE

 A cheque for £75.79 was raised for the Audit Commission on a proposal by Amanda Holroyd  and seconded by Diane Merrit.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chairman told the Meeting that David Clark from Upper Chute was prepared to accept the position of Parish Clerk and asked the Council for their agreement in offering him the position.   This was unanimously agreed.

Jim Gale proposed a vote of thanks to Bill Withall for all the time and effort that he put into pre reading all the mammoth documents and identifying all the relevant areas.

Diane Merrit  showed concern at the number of children that have been riding bikes after dark with no lights on.  David Pike agreed to speak to Micheal Bayliss.  Action David Pike.

David Pike told the meeting that the Police had monitored the speed of traffic at Upper Chute and had no found any serious speeding.

It was decided to call an interim meeting for Thursday  April 5th.

As there was no other business the Chairman closed the meeting.  The next meeting is on Thursday 5th April at 730 in the Village Hall..
